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(57) A system for controlling the amount of light 
radiation directed upon an infant from a 
fiberoptic phototherapy pad by feedback from a 
light detector that itself is a fiberoptic pad. The 
fiberoptic detecting pad receives and detects 
the light density radiation over an area and is 
located intermediate the normal fiberoptic 
phototherapy pad and the infant and therefore 
is in the best position to detect accurately, the 
light impinging upon the infant In some embo- 
diments, the light detector pad is manufactured 
as part of the fiberoptic phototherapy pad itself 
as a unitary construction. Light readily travels 
through the light detector to the infant, yet the 
light detector senses the light intensity and 
density of the light passing therethrough. 
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This invention relates to a system and method of 
controlling the output of a fiberoptic phototherapy 
pad, and, more particularly, to a system and method 
for sensing the light intensity of a fiberoptic photother- 
apy pad and for providing a servocontrol to deliver a 
prescribed amount of light therapy to an infant. 

Hyperbilirubinemia is an affliction of newborn in- 
fants typified by an elevated level of a toxic molecule 
known as bilirubin in the infant's blood. Current med- 
ical therapy for such affliction is through the use of 
phototherapy where light radiation, generally within 
certain desired wavelengths, is directed upon the in- 
fant's skin. 

The most widely used means currently is through 
banks of lights that are placed over the infant and 
which direct the light in the desired path to impinge 
upon the infant. While effective, such lights are cum- 
bersome in that they interfere with personnel attend- 
ing to the infant and also generate undesirable heat 
surrounding those personnel. Additionally, since such 
lights are occasionally moved, adjusted, turned off for 
various reasons during attending the infant, it is diffi- 
cult to accurately access the actual amount of photo- 
therapy provided to the infant. 

A more recent innovative commercial means of 
combatting hyper-bilirubinemia is by means of a fi- 
beroptic light pad or blanket that is made of optic fib- 
ers. One such commercial product is shown and de- 
scribed in Daniel, U.S. Patent 4,234,907 and where 
the optical fibers are used as warp fibers in a com- 
mercial loom and woven with normal threads (weft 
threads) to produce a fabric having interwoven optical 
fibers and regular threads. As the optical warp fibers 
are woven with the weft fibers, the bending of the op- 
tic fibers emits the light in a desired pattern. 

There are many advantages to the fiberoptic pad 
over the conventional light systems, one of them be- 
ing that the pad itself contacts the infants skin and 
therefore the light actually reaching the infant is more 
accurately controlled since each infant may have the 
fiberoptic pad placed in the same relative position 
with respect to its skin. Thus, unlike lights that may 
be varied, moved etc, the dosage afforded to the in- 
fant can be accurately administered. 

With the advent of accurate administration, 
therefore, it is now possible and desirable to apply 
precisely a known amount of light therapy to the in- 
fant. Additionally, as the science of light therapy ad- 
vances, more insight is being gained with respect to 
the amount of light and the desirable wavelengths to 
be utilized. As to the wavelengths, an improvement to 
the accuracy of the wavelength of light incident on the 
infant is provided by the use of a monochromatic light 
source such as a laser as disclosed in copending U.S. 
Patent application entitled "Laser Phototherapy" and 
assigned to the present assignee. 

Likewise, since precise wavelengths are thus 
possible and clinicians can thus study the effect of 



differing wavelengths on the reduction of bilirubin, it 
still remains that the dosage or I ight density cannot be 
accurately controlled. At present there is no means of 
accurately determining the dosage of light therapy 

5 and therefore no means of applying a known dosage 
to the infant 

As a part of the problem of controlling the dosage, 
even if a known intensity of light is established at a 
phototherapy pad, over time, the light source may di- 

10 minish and therefore the light originally established 
becomes more and more reduced with time. With no 
means of detecting that reduction and taking some 
compensating steps, the attempt at delivering an ac- 
curate dosage, predetermined dosage is difficult. 

15 That the dosage is important in reducing bilirubin; 

note the Abstract of a paper presented at The Amer- 
ican Pediatric Society, Society of Pediatric Research 
at New Orleans, LA in May of 1991 entitled,"Bright 
Light is The Right Light: Multicenter Trial of a Novel 

20 Phototherapy Device" in which the efficacy of photo- 
therapy was improved by increasing the intensity of 
the light radiation applied to the infant. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, 
a system for delivering light radiation to the skin of an 

25 infant for phototherapy is characterised by: 

(a) a light source for producing light of a known 
wavelength suitable for phototherapy, 

(b) a fiberoptic light emitting pad comprising a 
plurality of emitting optical fibers adapted to be 

30 positioned in close proximity to an infant, 

(c) means to transmit the light radiation from said 
light source to said plurality of emitting optical fib- 
ers to cause said fiberoptic light emitting pad to 
emit light radiation to impinge upon the skin of the 

35 infant, and 

(d) a light detecting pad interposed between said 
fiberoptic light emitting pad and the infant, said 
light detecting pad comprising a plurality of opti- 
cal fibers. 

40 According to a further aspect of the present in- 

vention, a light detecting means for detecting the 
amount of light impinging upon an infant for photo- 
therapy, said light detecting means adapted to be 
positioned in close proximity to the infant to receive 

45 light radiation impinging upon the infant, is character- 
ised by a fiberoptic light pad having a plurality of light 
detecting optical fibers interwoven together, said opt- 
ical fibers being processed so as to receive tight along 
the length thereof and to transmit that light along the 

so individual optical fibers to external ends of said opti- 
cal fibers, and a connector means at said ends of said 
optical fibers. 

According to yet a further aspect of the present 
invention, a light detecting and light emitting inter- 

55 woven fiberoptic pad for providing light phototherapy 
to an infant, said fiberoptic pad adapted to be located 
in close proximity to the infant, is characterised by 
light emitting optical fibers and light detecting optical 
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fibers interwoven together, said light emitting optical 
fibers having a connector means adapted to receive 
light radiation and to emit that received radiation to- 
ward the infant, and said light detecting optical fibers 
being located adjacent the infant to receive represen- 
tative light emitted by said light emitting optical fibers 
impinging upon the infant and having a connector 
means to collect such detected light for transmission 
therefrom. 

In accordance with the present invention, a sys- 
tem and method is utilized to detect and control the 
light intensity of light administered to an infant for pho- 
totherapy. 

The system and method of the present invention 
utilizes a light detecting means to determine the in- 
tensity of light incident upon the infant and using that 
light intensity to signal a feedback system that feeds 
that information back to a servo control system. Ob- 
viously, such a tight detecting means should be posi- 
tioned as near to the light output as possible so as to 
gain an accurate signal of the light administered to the 
infant and yet should be as near as possible to the in- 
fant so that it accurately detects the incidence of light 
radiation actually reaching and providing therapy to 
the infant. 

It is also desirable, of course , that the light de- 
tecting device not materially interfere with the light ap- 
plied to the infant, since any such diminution of the 
light from the fiberoptic pad would have a deleterious 
effect on the light therapy or, alternatively, require ad- 
ditional power to the light source to overcome the di- 
minution of light. 

Accordingly, as a first requirement, the light de- 
tecting means used with the light controlling system 
should be located at the precise output of the photo- 
therapy pad and also be as close to the infant as pos- 
sible. As a preferred embodiment, the light detecting 
means may be a part of the make-up of the photother- 
apy pad itself and thus be woven directly into the pad. 
In any event, the detector means is closely associated 
with the output of light from the phototherapy pad and 
the infant. 

As a second requirement, the light detecting 
means that can be used as part of a light controlling 
system cannot interfere, to any real extent, with the 
transmission of light from the phototherapy pad to the 
infant 

Finally, since the phototherapy pad itself admin- 
isters light over an area, it is important not to just de- 
tect the intensity of light at a point since that point may 
not be indicative of the overall light being adminis- 
tered to the infant. Therefore, preferably, the light de- 
tecting means should be capable of detecting an 
average light density, that is, representative of the to- 
tal optical power (or radiant flux) related to the overall 
pad area and expressed of terms of watts or joules 
per second. However, since the area of the photother- 
apy pad and the patient skin area are not the same 



and vary from patient to patient, it is convenient for 
the clinician to know the average light density across 
the pad. Therefore, the light measurement system 
should be calibrated in units of light density, ex- 
5 pressed in terms of watts per square unit. 

As part of the control method and system of the 
present invention, the light feedback is used to control 
the actual light output from the phototherapy pad and 
thus the output may be controlled accurately and 
10 maintained at desired levels despite general degrada- 
tion of the light source or other factors that might af- 
fect the light output. 

Since the patient is in direct contact with the fiber- 
optic pad, there is some pressure applied to the flex- 
is ibte fiberoptic pad itself. This pressure can possibly 
change the geometry of the various emitting layers, 
and, as a result, change the level of emit ta nee or the 
distribution of light radiation from the phototherapy 
pad to the infant. Because light emission becomes a 
20 function of weight (size) of the patient, to achieve the 
best accuracy, light measurement should thus be pro- 
vided when the phototherapy pad is applied to each 
patient. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be descri- 
25 bed by way of example reference being made to the 
Figures of the accompanying diagrammatic drawings 
in which:- 

Figure 1 is a schematic view of a fiberoptic pho- 
totherapy system having a feedback system con- 
30 structed in accordance with the present inven- 

tion; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view of a light 
detecting means usable with the fiberoptic pho- 
totherapy system of Figure 1 ; 
35 Figures 3 to 8 are schematic views of various 

other light detecting means usable with the pho- 
totherapy system of Figure 1 ; 
Figure 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of 
yet another light detecting means usable with the 
40 phototherapy system of Figure 1. 

Turning first to Figure 1 , there is shown a sche- 
matic view of a f iberoptic phototherapy control sys- 
tem constructed in accordance with the present in- 
vention and including a fiberoptic pad 10 adapted to 
45 be placed in close proximity to the infant. The fiber- 
optic pad 1 0 is basically a product that is currently on 
the market and is sold by the Ohmeda Division of 
BOC Health Care, Inc. and used for phototherapy for 
infants. The preferred pad is produced by a weaving 
so optical fibers and standard threads together to form 
a flexible pad material that provides uniform illumin- 
ation. The fiberoptic phototherapy pads are currently 
used by placing them in close proximity to an infant 
so that the light impinges on the infant to carry out the 
55 process of phototherapy. 

In the present Ohmeda commercial product, a 
plurality of layers of woven fabric are utilized as will 
later be explained, but generally in accordance with 
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the disclosure of U.S. Patent 4,907,132. 

In the commercial product, light radiation is sup- 
plied from a light source 12 which may be a conven- 
tional resistance bulb that is equipped with a filter to 
filter out unwanted wavelengths and to allow only 
those wavelengths that are known to be conducive to 
the reduction of bilirubin, that is about 440 nanome- 
ters to about 540 nanometers. 

An optical fiber 14, generally in the form of a bun- 
dle of optical fibers, transmits the light radiation from 
light source 12 to fiberoptic phototherapy pad 10. As 
can be seen, that light radiation is therefore directed 
toward and impinges upon the infant. As used in this 
invention, the optical fibers may be plastic or glass. 

An electric power supply 16 powers the light 
source 12 and, of course, also controls the intensity 
of the light source 1 2 by increasing or decreasing the 
power to operate light source 12. A light detecting 
means is provided to sense the intensity of light radi- 
ating from the fiberoptic pad 10 to impinge upon the 
infant. As shown, that light detecting means is a fiber- 
optic detector pad 18 that is preferably positioned in- 
termediate the fiberoptic pad 10 and the infant. 

As will be explained, the construction of the fiber- 
optic detector pad 18 is constructed as is the fiberop- 
tic pad 10. The construction is disclosed in the afore- 
mentioned Daniel patent and consists of a woven pad 
wherein optic fibers and normal threads are woven to- 
gether. It has been found that such construction not 
only makes a very effective emitter of light radiation 
but is a good detector of that same light radiation. 

In addition, the Daniel type of construction allows 
the fiberoptic detector pad 18 to be relatively trans- 
parent to light radiation and therefore the fiberoptic 
detector pad 18 can be interposed in the best of all 
positions, directly between the fiberoptic pad 10 and 
the infant. As such, It is able to receive directly the out- 
put from the fiberoptic pad 10 as well a accurately 
measure, with an optical transducer, the amount of 
light radiation that actually impinges upon the infant. 

Further, by the use of a fiberoptic pad construct- 
ed in accordance with the Daniel patent, the detection 
of light radiation is not at a selective spot with respect 
to the infant but the light is sensed over the entire area 
of the fiberoptic detector pad 18 which may be the 
same dimensions as the fiberoptic pad 10. 

Accordingly, the fiberoptic detector pad 18 can 
be designed to sense a radiant flux and will stili give 
a valid reading if the light is applied nonuniformly for 
reason of some defect in the fiberoptic pad 1 0 or such 
nonuniformity is deliberate. 

The light intensity received by fiberoptic detector 
pad 18 is thus transmitted through optical fiber 20 to 
an optical transducer 22 where the optical signal in- 
dicative of light intensity is converted to an electrical 
signal representative thereof. 

An amplifier 24 receives that electrical signal and 
amplifies it and feeds the amplified signal into a reg- 



ulator 26 where it can be used to control electric pow- 
er supply 1 6. Thus a user could set a desired light in- 
tensity, a signal representative of that light intensity 
inputted into the regulator 26 and the signal from the 

5 amplifier 24 may be compared by a comparator such 
that the output of the light source 12 is altered to main- 
tain that desired light intensity, even though other fac- 
tors may change such as the normal reduction is light 
output from a resistance bulb due to age. 

10 Turning now to Figure 2, there is shown an en- 

larged, cross sectional view of a fiberoptic unit 30 that 
is usable with the phototherapy system of Figure 1. 
The basic construction of the Figure 2 embodiment is 
found in the commercial product, however the details 

15 of its makeup is also disclosed in U.S. Patent 
4,907,132, the disclosure of which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

In Figure 2, the overall fiberoptic unit 30 is com- 
prised of a plurality of layers 32, 34, 36, 38, 40 and 

20 42 wherein the layer 42 is facing the infant. The layers 
32-40 are the normal commercial light emitting layers 
in the pad currently available and include optical fib- 
ers 44 woven only in the warp direction. Fill threads 
46 are interwoven therewith in the weft direction. As 

25 is conventional in the weaving art, weft threads are 
normally carried by the shuttle of the weaving loom 
while the warp threads extent lengthwise of the loom, 
crossed by the weft threads. 

In the present embodiment, however, the fill 

30 threads 46 or weft threads may preferably be made 
of a transparent thermoplastic such that they do not 
interfere with the light transmitted toward the infant 
by the emitting layers 32-40. Thus, optical losses are 
not significant. 

35 As set forth in the aforementioned U.S. Patent 

4.907,1323, the illumination is caused to be emitted 
from the optical fibers through the bending of such 
fibers at a plurality of discrete locations along their 
length, thereby creating scattering centers 48 

40 throughout the fiberoptic emitting layers 32-40. 

One or both of the ends of the optical fibers 44 
may be bundled together and formed into a plug orf ib- 
er bundle that eventually forms optical fiber 14 of Fig- 
ure 1. through which light is transmitted to the emit- 

45 ting layers 32-40 for phototherapy to the infant As 
each of the emitting layers is formed, one or both sur- 
faces of the layer may be coated with a coating 50 
having the same or different refractive indices. The 
layer 32, furthermost from the infant may also have 

so a reflective coating 52 to direct the scattered light to- 
ward the infant. 

Turning now to layer 42, positioned adjacent the 
infant, layer 42 is a collecting or detecting layer and 
its optical fibers 54 receive the light radiation emitted 

55 from the emitting layers 32-40. Again, the ends of the 
optical fibers 54 are collected together in a bundle 
and which becomes the optical fiber 20 of Figure 1 
and which collects the light radiation and transmits 

4 
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that light back to the optical transducer 22. 

As can be seen, the detecting layer 42 can, there- 
fore, be manufactured simultaneously with the nor- 
mal emitting layers 32-40 and the overall unit 30 can 
be supplied to the customer as one unitary product 
combining both emitting layers for providing photo- 
therapy for the infant as well as a detecting layer that 
serves to detect the light intensity of the light radiation 
being directed upon the infant. Also, since the detect- 
ing layer 42 is formed of a pad having an area that 
may be the same surface area as the emitting layers 
32-40, the emitting layer 42 receives an overall flux 
density of the light radiation and its sensing is not lim- 
ited to specif ic small areas of sampling. 

The Figure 2 embodiment is readily manufactur- 
able given the current manufacturing techniques 
since the overall fiberoptic pad may be produced as 
is the commercially available unit, the difference be- 
ing that the final layer becomes the detecting layer 42 
by merely collecting the optical fibers 44 into a sepa- 
rate bundle for connection to the optical transducer 
22 instead of the light source 12. 

In Figure 3, there is shown a schematic view of a 
further fiberoptic pad 56 that is usable to detect light 
radiation from an emitting fiberoptic pad. In the Fig- 
ure 3 embodiment, which may be manufactured as 
part of a multilayer pad similar to the Figure 2 em- 
bodiment or may be separately placed between a fi- 
beroptic phototherapy pad and an infant, a low den- 
sity is achieved to allow the light radiation to reach the 
infant fairly unimpeded or undiminished by the posi- 
tioning of the detecting fiberoptic pad 56. In this em- 
bodiment, the warp optical fibers 58 that receive the 
light radiation are further spaced apart and fewer fib- 
ers used than in Figure 2. As seen, the warp optical 
fibers 58 are separated by a predetermined distance 
D which may be 3-1 0 times the more than the dis- 
tance separating the warp fibers of an emitting layer. 
The weft fibers 60 may be transparent thermoplastic 
fibers to again cause the least reduction in the light 
passing between the emitting phototherapy pad and 
the infant. Again, as seen in the Figure 3, the warp 
optical fibers 58 are bundled together and formed into 
or coupled to a optical fiber 62 for trans- mitting the 
collected or detected light radiation to a optical trans- 
ducer 64. 

In Figures 4 and 5, an embodiment of the present 
invention is shown where strips of detecting optical 
fibers 56 are used to obtain a representative light den- 
sity from a fiberoptic phototherapy pad (not shown). 
In Figure 4, the strips of detecting optical fibers 56 are 
woven with weft fibers 58 and the ends are collected 
in a single bundle 60 for transmitting the detected 
light radiation to an optical transducer 62. Thus with 
the Figure 4 embodiment, a value representative of 
the true flux density can be sensed due to the sepa- 
rate pad type of detectors and a cross section of the 
light passing to the infant can be recognized. 



The Figure 5 embodiment is constructed as the 
Figure 4 embodiment except that a plurality of bun- 
dles 64 collect the light radiation and a plurality of opt- 
ical transducers 66 can be used. The Figure 4 em- 

5 bodiment will, of course , obtain the flux density of the 
light radiation over its entire area and transmit that 
light density to a single sensor while the Figure 5 em- 
bodiment may be used to obtain a segregated light 
density analysis and can be used to determine the 

10 uniformity or variance in the intensity of the light emit- 
ted by the phototherapy pad over its surface area. 

Turning now. to the Figure 6 embodiment, there is 
shown a schematic of yet another detecting fiberoptic 
pad usable with the present invention. In this embodi- 
es ment, a single layer is formed by emitting warp fibers 
68 woven with detecting weft fibers 70 and therefore 
the pad is woven with optical fibers in both the warp 
and the weft directions. A source of light radiation 72 
supplies light through a fiberoptic bundle 74 to the 

20 light emitting warp fibers 68 while the detecting weft 
optical fibers 70 are formed into a fiberoptic bundle 
76 and transmit the detected light radiation to a suit- 
able optical transducer 78. 

In the Figure 7 and 8 embodiments, the same 

25 overall construction is used as the Figure 6 embodi- 
ment, that is, a single source of light radiation 80 sup- 
plies that light to emitting warp fibers 82 through opt- 
ical bundle 84. Detection of the light radiation is ac- 
complished, however, through a plurality of discrete 

30 strips of detecting weft fibers 86 that channel the de- 
tected light radiation into individual fiberoptic bundles 
88 to a plurality of optical transducers 90. In Figure 8, 
a plurality of light radiation sources 92 are used to 
supply light radiation through discrete fiberoptic bun- 

35 dies 94 to stripes or arrays of light emitting warp fib- 
ers 94 so the light may be controlled across the over- 
all fiberoptic phototherapy pad. Detection of the light 
density and individual control of light zones or stripes 
is accomplished by a plurality of arrays or stripes of 

40 detecting weft fibers 98 that detect and transmit that 
detected light radiation to a plurality of optical trans- 
ducers 100 through groups of bundles 102. 

Finally, turning to Figure 9, there is shown a mul- 
tilayer phototherapy unit 104 in which emitting layers 

45 1 06-114 are similar to the emitting layers of the Fig- 
ure2 embodiment and where the emitting warp opti- 
cal fibers 116 are bent sufficiently by the weft fibers 
1 18 to create scattering centers 120 on the warp emit- 
ting fibers 11 6 to emit the light radiation for photother- 

50 apy. Again, a reflecting layer 122 may be formed on 
the surface away from the infant to assist in reflecting 
stray light radiation toward the infant. 

In this embodiment, however, the light collecting 
or detecting layer 124 which again faces the infant, is 

55 constructed in accordance with U.S. Patent 
4,763,984 in the name of Awai et al and the disclosure 
of that patent is incorporated herein by reference. In 
this embodiment, the detecting optical fiber 126 has 
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a plurality of light detecting centers 128 which collect 
the light radiation and transmit the same to the detect- 
ing optical fiber 126 for transmission to a optical 
transducer (not shown). These scattering centers 1 28 
serve as light reception centers and may be of glass, 
plastic or other similar materials. 



prised of a transparent thermo-plastic material 
spaced apart a predetermined distance and a 
plurality of warp fibers (58) comprised of light de- 
tecting optical fibers spaced apart a distance of 
about 3-10 times the distance between said emit- 
ting optical fibers. 



4. A system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 
characterised in that said light emitting pad and 
said light detecting pad are combined into a uni- 
tary construction (30). 

5. A system as defined in Claim 4 characterised in 
that said light emitting pad comprises a plurality 
of layers (32, 34. 36, 38, 40) of interwoven light 
emitting optical fibers (44). 

6. A system as claimed in Claim 5 characterised in 
that said light detecting pad comprises a layer 
(42) of light detecting optical fibers overlying said 
plurality of layers (32, 34, 36, 38, 40) of light emit- 
ting optical fibers and is located in closest prox- 
imity to the infant. 

7. A system as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 6 
characterised in that said light detecting pad (56) 
comprises a plurality of weft fibers (40) com- 



20 



Claims 

1. A system for delivering light radiation to the skin 
of an infant for phototherapy, said system being 
characterised by : 

(a) a light source (12) for producing light of a 
known wavelength suitable for phototherapy, 

(b) a fiberoptic light emitting pad (10) compris- 
ing a plurality of emitting optical fibers adapt- 
ed to be positioned in close proximity to an in- 
fant, 

(c) means (14) to transmit the light radiation 
from said light source (12) to said plurality of 
emitting optical fibers to cause said fiberoptic 
light emitting pad (10) to emit light radiation to 
impinge upon the skin of the infant, and 

(d) a light detecting pad (18) interposed be- 
tween said fiberoptic light emitting pad (10) 
and the infant, said light detecting pad (18) 
comprising a plurality of optical fibers. 

2. A system as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in 
that said light detecting pad (18) comprises a pad 
having a plurality of optical fibers interwoven with 
fill fibers. 



3. A system as claimed in Claim 2 characterised in 35 
that said fill fibers are light transparent fibers (46) 
of a thermoplastic material. 



8. A system as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in 
that said light detecting pad comprises a plurality 
10 of discrete sections of light detecting optical fib- 

ers interwoven with fill fibers, said discrete sec- 
tions having at least one set of ends interwoven 
together. 

15 9. A system as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in 
that said light detecting pad comprises a plurality 
of discrete sections of light detecting optical fib- 
ers interwoven with fill fibers, each of said dis- 
crete sections having its ends interwoven togeth- 
er independent of the ends of said other discrete 
sections. 



10. A system as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in 
that said light emitting pad and said light detect- 
ing pad comprise light emitting optical fibers (68) 
and light detecting optical fibers (70) interwoven 
together. 

11. A system as claimed in Claim 10 characterised in 
that said light emitting optical fibers (68) are wov- 
en in the warp direction and said light detecting 
optical fibers (70) are woven in the weft direction. 

12. A system as claimed in Claim 10 characterised in 
that said light emitting optical fibers are woven in 
the weft direction and said light detecting optical 
fibers are woven in the warp direction. 



25 



30 



40 



45 



50 



55 



13. A system as claimed in Claim 1 0 characterised in 
that said light emitting optical fibers are formed 
in discrete groups of fibers, each of said groups 
having its ends woven together into separate 
bundles (94) of tight emitting optical fibers. 

14. A system as claimed in Claim 1 0 characterised in 
that said light detecting optical fibers are formed 
in discrete groups of fibers (98), each of said 
groups having its ends woven together into sep- 
arate bundles (102) of light detecting optical fib- 
ers. 

15. A system as claimed in Claim 1 characterised in 
that said light detecting pad comprises a plurality 
of light detecting optical fibers having light ab- 
sorption centers formed along said light detecting 
optical fibers, said light absorption centers locat- 
ed at predetermined spacing along said light de- 
tecting optical fibers. 
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16. A light detecting means (18) for detecting the 
amount of light impinging upon an infant for pho- 
totherapy, said light detecting means (18) adapt- 
ed to be positioned in close proximity to the infant 

to receive light radiation impinging upon the in- 5 
fant, said light detecting means (18) being char- 
acterised by a fiberoptic light pad (18) having a 
plurality of light detecting optical fibers interwov- 
en together, said optical fibers being processed 
so as to receive light along the length thereof and w 
to transmit that light along the individual optical 
fibers to external ends of said optical fibers, and 
a connector means at said ends of said optical 
fibers. 

15 

17. A light detecting and light emitting interwoven fi- 
beroptic pad (30) for providing light phototherapy 
to an infant, said fiberoptic pad (30) adapted to be 
located in close proximity to the infant, said fiber- 
optic pad (30) being characterised by light emit- 20 
ting optical fibers and light detecting optical fib- 
ers interwoven together, said light emitting opti- 
cal fibers (68) having a connector means adapted 

to receive light radiation and to emit that received 
radiation toward the infant, and said light detect- 25 
ing optical fibers (70) being located adjacent the 
infant to receive representative light emitted by 
said light emitting optical fibers impinging upon 
the infant and having a connector means (76) to 
collect such detected light for transmission there- 30 
from. 
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